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The searing memoir of an American nun abducted and tortured in Guatemala, Whose ongoing

search for healing and justice shows that the human spirit is a force stronger than violence and fear.

Even more timely now for its insights into the aftermath of torture.
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Sister Dianna Ortiz presents a compelling retelling of her experience with the brutality of the military

regime in Guatemala. Her story is disturbing on a multitude of fronts. Ortiz's purpose in writing the

book seems to be twofold: to exorcise the demons that linger around her and to expose the

complicity of the US government in the military (and hence political) affairs of the government of

Guatemala - especially as it pertains to the brutal methods of torturous warfare perpetuated on the

citizens and noncitizens of the country.Ortiz is successful in exposing how the United States is

intricately tied up in this macabre dance of social/political machinations in that country. She, and

others working with her on similar cases, have been instrumental in obtaining the declassification of

CIA and US embassy communications - communications that even though heavily censored, point

directly to US involvement in that country.What is also disturbing about Ortiz's work is that it leaves

questions unanswered, too. It becomes apparent that Ortiz is laying out her case in print as she has

been unsuccessful in obtaining direct confessions from the US government that relate to her own

personal experience. This constant attempt to justify actions and expose certain individuals

becomes almost vendetta like in nature towards the end of her account although it is hard to be

critical of that point given the tremendous psychological and physical warfare that has been



perpetuated against her. Her strategy is probably a wise one as it is an attempt to force personal

responsibility on individuals rather than let the government escape with a general nod at its own

collective and ambiguously defined guilt.
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